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In these grand days, suffused with the mystery of the 
victory of life over death, we, like the Myrrh-Bearing women 
who heralded the news of His Resurrection to the Lord’s 
disciples, congratulate “with great joy” (Matt 28:8) all the 
faithful servants of our sacred Russian Orthodox Church 
Abroad with the resurrection of Christ. Henceforth, “with- 
out fear” (Matt 28:10) and “doubt” (Matt 28:17), without 
“trembling and amazement” (Mk 16:8), without “mourning 
and weeping” (Mk16:10), we rejoice and bow down to the 
resurrected Christ (Matt 28:9) and with deep faith and a 
“burning heart” (Lk 24:32) affirm that truly Christ is Risen! 

Through His resurrection, the Savior of the world com- 
manded, “I am sending you (Jn 20:21). “Therefore go and 
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Sonand of the Holy Spirit” (Matt 28:19). For 
almost 100 years, the Russian Orthodox Church Abroad has 
testified to the people of many countries of this world of the 
crucified and resurrected Christ and has brought to them the 
redemptive message of the Gospel. 

In these days, as an answer to contemporary globalism, 
the Church of Christ of “the end times” is taking shape before 
our eyes, and in many ways, it differs from the Church of the 
“Constantine era.” This development is already apparent to 
all religious people, and one aspect of it is the establishment 
of contacts and mutual understanding among Orthodox 
people on every continent and in every nation, to those 
Orthodox people who are not susceptible to the forces of this 
world and who see Christ before them and live according to 
His teachings. 

Christ blessed His disciples with the words, “Peace be 
unto you!” (Jn 20:21). This is not simply a blessing; it is the 
condition without which the Church is meaningless. We are 
called by God to truly and actually create the peace of Christ 
in our hearts, and then, unite others to this peace, those whose 
hearts are so inclined. There is no other possible way for us 
to gather the Church in our times. 

Dear bishops, rectors, deacons, monasticsand laypeople! In 
congratulating you with the bright resurrection of Christ, I wish 
thatin this difficult time of the impoverishment of the faith in this 
changing secular world that no one “be scattered, each to his own 
home” (Jn 16:32), but remain in the oneness of the Church with 
our Savior! 

Truly Christ is Risen! 

+Metropolitan Agafangel 
Odessa, Pascha, 2010 
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SAINT DOROTHY OF KASHIN 


WHOM THE HOLY CHURCH COMMEMORATES 
THE 24™ OF SEPTEMBER AND THE 6 OF FEBRUARY 


Away from the tumult and noise of the world, 
in quiet monastic refuges, in deserted landscapes 
which evoke thoughts of eternity, women of Holy 
Russia worked out their salvation for a thousand 
years, striving to acquire first of all humility of 
wisdom. One of them was the almost forgotten St. 
Dorothy of 17® century Kashin. 

The spiritual fragrance of this key virtue in 
patristic Orthodoxy, that of humility of wisdom, 
the joining together of humility and wisdom, has 
always been very close to true Orthodox women, 
and especially to the women saints. Behind them 
there always shines forth the humble image of the 
first abbess of all monastics, the most holy 
Theotokos. 

This is particularly true of the women saints of 
Holy Russia, who were so penetrated by this quiet, 
refined, pure virtue that only very meager informa- 
tion about them has come down to us. They strove 
to be unseen, unnoticed, concealed in quiet monas- 
tic cells behind monastery walls, located in the 
shadow of weeping willows and birch groves, which 
alone heard their quiet prayer and soft chanting and 
saw them beholding the bridal chamber of their 
divine Bridegroom, Christ. 

The number of women saints known by the 
Church on earth falls far short of that of men saints; 
only a surprisingly small number of their lives has 
come down to us, many of them brief and rather 
general. This does not, however, mean that their 
numbers were really so few or that they did not 
attain the spiritual heights of men — but rather 
emphasizes the surpassing beauty of their other- 
worldly humility and silence (hesychia). The 
Orthodox women saints, unlike Martha, sit at the 
feet of the Lord and pay heed to the words of Christ: 
“Mary hath chosen the best part, which shall not be 
taken away from her” [Lk 10:42], and they “keep 
silence in the churches” [I Cor 14:34]. 

Monastic communities of virgins in Holy Russia 
were greatly esteemed and honored — and not only 
as places where princes could put their wives away 
when they wished to get rid of them. The women’s 
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monasteries were always thought of as holy places, 
havens for asceticlabor, witha life centered about the 
cycle of beautiful and all-encompassing church 
services, for which refined liturgical arts were devel- 
oped. The use of convents as hospitals, orphanages, 
schools and workshops was always secondary, when 
it appeared at all. The ancient Byzantine models of 
asceticism, which were constantly present through 
the reading of the Synaxaria, the Prologue, and the 
Lives of Saints, were the principal source of monastic 
inspiration, and it was here that the heart of the 
women of Holy Russia lay. 

Another kind of desert-loving holy woman is to 
be found in ancient Russia in circumstances which 
might easily be overlooked today, when Orthodox 
society has become so worldly and the fundamen- 
tals of Orthodox upbringing have been largely 
forgotten. The primary duty which the Church 
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lays upon woman is not merely the 
rearing of children but, more im- 
portantly, the breathing into them 
of the sacred fragrance of humility 
and meekness of heart, which seals 
the spiritual bond between Christ 
and the child from infancy onward. 
This is no easy task, and never was. 
It is to this task that the spiritual 
energy of desert-loving women 
went in ancient Russia. Thus it is 
that many great saints of the North- 
ern Thebaid had great saints as 
their mothers. The love for the life 
of paradise in the wilderness, and 
the spiritual strength which comes 
from a humble heart capable of 
enduring the hardships of the 
desert, were first given to the ascet- 
ics of the North during the 
guilelessness of childhood by their 
angel-like mothers who, being 
unable to go to the northern desert 
themselves because of their worldly 
obligations, raised up sons (and 
daughters) fit to be desert-dwellers. 

The mother of St. Sergius of 
Radonezh was St. Maria, nun of 
Khotkovy (71337); of St. Alexander 
of Svir, St. Barbara, nun of Oyat 
(71500); of St. Philip, Metropoli- 
tan of Moscow and monk of 
Solovki, St. Barsanuphia, schema- 
nun of Moscow. The mothers of 
the fools-for-Christ of the North, 
Saints Nicholas Kochanov and 
John of Ustiug, were the Righteous 
Juliana (71384; Dec. 21) and Ab- 
bess Natalia; and there were others. 
The sister of St. Artemius of 
Verkola was the blessed Parasceva 
of Pitirim, venerated locally as a 
saint. The widely venerated St. 
Juliana of Murom (71604; Jan. 2), 
who raised many children and 
grand-children, was a desert- 
dweller at heart. 


Spiritually oriented women would never plunge into the wilds 
absolutely alone, but would always approach the monastic calling 
with the sole purpose of saving their souls with caution, self-distrust 
and meekness. They settled by twos and threes in humble abodes, 
often abandoned cabins, in forlorn areas, near churches on the 
outskirts of town, or near cemeteries. They provided themselves with 
God-pleasing deeds: reading the Psalter over the dead, baking 
prosphora, painting icons, making candles, or mending. They 
remained in silence while one sister read soul-profiting texts from the 
lives of the saints or the holy fathers, or they would chant canons, 
akathists, or religious songs, shedding tears of contrition and 
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repentance. Their common sharing of the basic necessities of life gave 
them spiritual growth and strength, providing an active experience of 
sobriety in life, something especially essential for those who might be 
called by God to a life of seclusion after years of trials and suffering. 

Their cells usually consisted of a one-room cabin with ante- 
rooms, with an iconostasis or icon corner, before which vigil lamps 
were kept burning at all times, and an analogion with the books 
necessary for the indispensable reading of the daily cycle of services. 
The smell of incense and home-made bread, a hooked runner rug, 
flowerpots on the wide widow sills, neatness and a reigning 
quietness — all this added to the warmth of a typical cell of the 
“God-workers”. Here all-night vigils were frequently conducted, 
and a devout, God-fearing abbess would console suffering hearts 
with words of contrition, softer than oil. 

The whole touching atmosphere of these “workers for God” 
spoke of deep warmth, simplicity and inward tranquility and peace 
with God and His transfigured world. This was the most popular 
and beloved way in which living Orthodox piety was disseminated 
among the people throughout Russia. This way of life has with- 
stood all historical temptations. The babushkas of today, who have 
saved Orthodox piety from the Communists, still get their leaven 
from this heart of Holy Russia. 
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St. Dorothy was born in 1549, in the prosper- 
ous early part of the reign of John IV (the Terrible), 
and died in 1629, during the peaceful reign of the 
first Romanov tsar, Michael Theodorovich. But 
her whole life, beginning when she was twelve years 
old, passed in the midst of the most frightful 
conditions of rebellion, anarchy, famine, plague 
and foreign invasion. 

This holy nun of the latter times was of noble 
blood, believed by some to have been of the family of 
the princes Korkodinoy, but neither the place of her 
birth or her name before receiving the monastic 
tonsure are known to us. She was given in marriage 
to Theodore Ladygin and by him hadason, Michael. 
They lived in the region north of Moscow, where the 
city of Kashin is located. In the first decade of the 17" 
century, Kashin was laid waste by invading Poles and 
Lithuanians, and St. Dorothy’s husband fell on the 
field of battle in defense of the city. 

Thus it was that, having lost her husband and 
her earthly happiness in the midst of the terrible 
misfortunes of the Russian land, St. Dorothy, 
already a woman of mature years, resolved to aban- 
don the world and seek, in prayers and struggles, 
not a temporary happiness, which is so often dark- 
ened by various evils, but rather a heavenly and 
eternal blessedness. By divine inspiration she chose 
for herself a peaceful and soul-saving refuge in the 
Convent of the Meeting of the Lord in Kashin. 
This monastery, renowned for treasuring the holy 
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relics of St. Anna of Kashin, the princess schema- 
nun and miracle-worker (71368; Oct. 2 & June 
12), had just been laid waste, together with the city. 
How many labors and deprivations and struggles 
stood before her when she entered it! With great 
effort she made for herself a humble, confining cell 
in the midst of the ruins, and there she devoted 
herself to prayer, fasting, obedience, and other holy 
struggles known to God alone. Here amidst the 
ashes she found a large icon of the Korsun Mother 
of God which she kept in her cell, and which later 
became celebrated for working many miracles. 
The whole territory where this peaceful hamlet 
once lay presented itself as a virtual wilderness of 
dark forests, endless birch-groves and desolate lakes 
and ponds teeming with birds and free-roaming 
wild animals. This was also the native country of 
highly-esteemed desert-dwelling saints whom St. 
Dorothy could not but hold very dear to her heart. 
For she did not retreat, to console her old age, to one 
of the well established convents which abounded at 
that time in Moscow, but chose the silence of the 
Kashin wilds, for which she had been preparing her 
whole life long. Just eight miles from Kashin had 
lived St. Macarius of Kolyazin (71483), whose 
custom had been to roam the woods like a new 
Adam amidst wild beasts which walked with him 
like sheep. His nephew, St. Paul of Uglich (1504), 
joined him as a boy and reached such heights that 
the most holy Mother of God visited him when he 
was at prayer with his disciples St. 
Adrian and St. Cassian (1504), the 
friend of St. Nilus of Sora. Not far 
away also was Soliger Lake where 
lived St. Nilus (1554), on 
Stolbensk islet. Another native of 
Kashin, St. Sabbas of Vyshera 
(1460), having returned from 
Mt. Athos, became a stylite. All 
these angel-like men founded 
monasteries, and the fragrance of 
their life spread far and wide and 
inspired ascetic exploits. All this 
constituted St. Dorothy’s spiritual 
inheritance in her melancholy 
abode and raised her mind to 
higher visions and divine thoughts. 
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At the same time, she strove to help all the many inhabitants of the city and 
the surrounding area, who lived in great affliction and misfortune. By her 
words of consolation, by her heartfelt kindness and by gifts of money, she strove 
to help everyone and encourage and raise up all those who suffered in this most 
oppressive time. All the possessions remaining to her after the death of her 
husband she either spent for the restoration of the convent, or distributed to 
the poor. For herself she kept nothing except prayers, tears and struggles. 

Once accustomed to living amidst wealth and abundance, now she did 
not even know where to find her daily bread, and she had to endure every kind 
of deprivation and need. But with God’s help she endured everything with 
greatness of soul and firm faith in divine providence. In her small, one- 
windowed cell she had a place hidden from the eyes of men where she wept, 
prayed, and sighed before the Lord God day and night over her own salvation 
and that of her fellow men. Especially did she pray for her husband, for the 
suffering city, and the holy convent. She sought one thing: the most difficult 
and sorrowful struggles, in order to cleanse her soul of sins and prepare herself 
for blessed eternity. 

The Lord heard St. Dorothy’s fervent prayers for the restoration of the 
Convent of the Meeting of the Lord. Soon after she had settled in the ruins, 
they began to resound with the spiritual rejoicing of the sisters, who little by 
little returned to the convent when the danger had passed. The rumor of the 
exalted spiritual life and her deeds of mercy attracted to the convent many 
other virgins and women who were seeking the salvation of their souls. Thus 
the monastery was reéstablished, and when enough sisters had gathered 
together, there was need for an abbess. 

But St. Dorothy, who by her innumerable labors and struggles and gifts 
had been responsible for the restoration of the monastery, hated all glory and 
outward honors. In her great humility she decisively refused the high position 
of abbess, preferring to continue her ascetic life in the calling of a simple nun. 
Thus, for the rest of her life, the saint served as an example of love of labor, 
patience, self-sacrifice, and flaming love for and trust in God. Her whole life 
exhaled the fragrance of the great women-strugglers of Christian antiquity, and 
likewise those who had preceded her in her native land. 

In the year 1615 St. Dorothy received the great angelic schema and 
redoubled her labors of asceticism and piety. Finally, after twenty years of 
struggles in the Convent of the Meeting of the Lord, the holy Dorothy came 
to the end of her much-suffering life, in the eightieth year of her age. On the 
eve of the feast of the great inspirer of monastic struggles in the Russian 
North, St. Sergius of Radonezh, on 24 September 1629, St. Dorothy 
peacefully reposed in the Lord. From that day she has stood before the Lord 
with the burning lamp of flaming love for God, and with the oil of good deeds 
done for her neighbor and of the grace of the Holy Spirit which she acquired 
by her holy life. She passed over from death unto the life prepared for all who 
love God, from an earthly into a heavenly habitation, where she has yet 
greater boldness of intercession before the Almighty. 

The holy remains of St. Dorothy were buried near the main convent 
church of the Meeting of the Lord, on the north side. A memorial of white 
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stone with pillars carved 
out of it was erected over 
the grave. The inscrip- 
tion on this memorial 
survived in almost perfect 
condition until the 20° 
century. 

St. Dorothy re- 
mained in spirit with her 
monastery even after her 
repose. Her memory was 
kept sacredly by the sisters 
down to our own times. 
Many were the miracles 
of healing and super- 
natural help worked at 
her relics for those who 
had come with faith in 
her intercession before 
God. A list of these 
miracles was kept at the 
monastery. But her 
memory became especially 
revered more than two 
centuries after her repose 
because of her appearances 
to Abbess Antonia of the 


saint’s convent. 


Abbess Antonia Mezent- 
sova (71875, Jan. 26) 
truly was a saint. A 
spiritual daughter of the 
venerable fool-for-Christ 
priest Peter of Uglich 
(+1866, Sept. 3), she was 


so penetrated with true 


Orthodox monastic spirit 
that St. Anna of Kashin of- 
ten appeared to her to tell 
her which of the sisters 
ought to be tonsured into 
the great schema, and even 
where the ancient schemas 
were to be found. 

Abbess Antonia had 
been a sister at a convent in 
Suzdal. At the urging of her 
godmother she had agreed 
to transfer to the Kashin Convent of the Meeting. 
But the 20-year-old novice grieved greatly at 
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leaving her first monastery, where the relics of the 
pious Princess Sofia (wife of John IV) reposed. She 
feared she would be deprived of the grace she had 
known there, for St. Sofia-Solomonia (71542, Dec. 
16) worked many great miracles in her Protection 
Convent, which had been founded and spiritually 
directed by the great St. Euthymius of Suzdal, 
friend of St. Sergius of Radonezh. 

But then, after tearful prayer at night, she saw 
in a dream that she was entering the Convent of the 
Meeting in Kashin, which she had not previously 
seen. But there were such crowds of people that she 
could not enter the monastery. After many efforts 
she finally entered. Astonished at the great number 
of pilgrims, she asked the reason for this. She was 
told that the relics of St. Dorothy (of whom she had 
never heard) were being opened for her glorifica- 
tion. The vision cut short the grief of the future 
Abbess Antonia and gave her assurance that there 
reposed a righteous one in the Convent of the 
Meeting also, and that her transferal there in 1839 
was not without the will of God. 

After some years in the convent, the novice 
Alexandra (as she was then called) entered a particu- 
larly difficult period of spiritual trials. One day 
during this period, when out of sorrow she had not 
slept well for several nights, she went to the monas- 
tery church for Matins. After sitting down for the 
reading of the kathisma Psalms, she fell into a light 
sleep. Suddenly an unknown schema-nun stood 
before her, having come out of the northern door of 
the altar. She held in her right hand a wooden cross 
and a lighted wax candle, and in her left a smoking 


censer. Her mantle was gathered up and hung over 
her left arm. She stood directly in front of novice 
Alexandra and directed at her a penetrating glance, 
as if seeing through her inward grief. Immediately 
the novice arose, but the vision had already van- 
ished, and no one around her had seen it. In her 
heart she felt indescribably joyful, as if she had 
never been ina sorrowful state. When she returned 
to her cell after Matins, she hastened to sketch with 
a pencil on paper the schema-nun she had seen, 
whom she recognized as St. Dorothy, whom she 
deeply revered and upon whom she often called in 
prayer. 

Several years after this, she painted the icon of 
St. Dorothy in full stature, just as she had sketched 
it that morning under the impression of that won- 
derful vision. She added only the Kashin Convent 
churches and other buildings behind the figure of 
St. Dorothy. (The little chapel on the left of St. 
Dorothy is the stone chapel built over her grave.) 

Later, having taken the new name Antonia in 
schema, as is the custom, she became abbess of the 
Convent of St. Dorothy. Out of her reverence for 
the saint, she desired to show some special venera- 
tion for her memory. Many times, when visiting 
her holy elder Father Peter, she heard from him 
these words of reproach: “Dorothy is not honored 
among you!” This greatly grieved Mother Antonia, 
and finally she asked the elder what she should do 
to venerate the holy one. He replied sharply and 
decisively, “Build a chapel!” In obedience to her 
holy elder, she had a small chapel made of sheets of 
metal erected in a single morning in the summer of 
1857, fearing that someone might tell the local 
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bishop and that he might forbid the construction if 
it were long underway. However, when the bishop 
found out about it, he approved this veneration of 
St. Dorothy, and in 1870 Abbess Antonia was able 
to build a larger stone chapel over the relics of the 
saint. 

During these years St. Dorothy appeared many 
times and worked many miracles in her convent. A 
certain nun, Mother Seraphima, loved to spend the 
midnight hours with her cell-attendant in the 
convent church. One night they came to the 
church at midnight; to their amazement they saw a 
strange nun praying by the window, even though 
the church had been locked and no one could have 


entered. Another time at midnight they saw an 
extraordinary light in the church. All the candles 
were burning, and a nun was praying before the 
altar. Many other sisters were also vouchsafed such 
visions of St. Dorothy. 


By the early 20" century there were in Kashin 33 
churches and 12 monasteries. Of these, unfortu- 
nately, only a few survived (in some manner) the 
depredations of the Bolsheviks. Amongst them, 
surviving more or less intact, are the Holy Trinity 
Cathedral at the Convent of the Meeting, the 
abbess’s quarters and the nuns’ cells. We have no 
indication of a restoration of monastic life at the 
site, nor of the fate of St. Dorothy’s relics. 
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CATHEDRAL OF THE MEETING OF THE LoRD TODAY 


Adapted from The Northern Thebaid, ed. Fr. Seraphim Rose, St. Herman of Alaska Brotherhood, Platina CA , 1975, 
with additional material from The Synaxarion, Convent of the Annunciation, Ormylia, Greece 


COMMEMORATION OF OUR VENERABLE MOTHER 
DOROTHY OF KASHIN 


AT GREAT VESPERS 
After the Introductory Psalm, we chant “Blessed is the 
man...”, the first antiphon. 


On “Lord, I have cried...”, 8 stichera: 4 in Tone IV, 
Spec. Mel.: “As one valiant among the martyrs...’— 
Adorned with the splendor of chastity, in 
righteousness thou didst shoulder the yoke of 
Christ, O venerable mother Dorothy; and by thy 
blessed end thou didst unite thyself to the heavenly 
Bridegroom, Who, after thy repose, glorified thee, 
His beloved bride, with countless miracles of 
healing, and in thee hath given us an unfailing 
intercessor in behalf of our souls. Twice 


On the virtues as upon a chariot didst thou 
ascend to the mansions of heaven, O Dorothy, and 
hast left us thy precious grave, which poureth forth 
miracles in abundance, as a fountain of radiant 
grace. Wherefore, rejoicing in thy holy care and the 
power of thine intercession, we beseech thee, O 
bride of Christ: Pray thou without ceasing to the 
Lord in behalf of our souls. 

Wounded in heart by the beauty of Christ 
thy Bridegroom, thou didst love Him above all, 
O glorious one; and preserving for Him thy 
chastity, thou wast deemed worthy to enter into 
His splendid bridal-chamber, where thou 
delightest in never-ending bliss with the saints 
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and the angels of God. Wherefore, in thy supplica- 
tions to the Lord remember those who honor thy 
holy memory with love, and pray thou for our souls. 


And 4 in Tone VIII : Spec. Mel.: “O all-glorious 
wonder...” — 

O most praised saint of God, having desired 
Christ the Lord with all thy soul, thou didst restore 
the sacred Convent of His Meeting, which had 
been laid waste by hostile foes, and therein thou 
didst take refuge from the storm of temptations that 
assailed the Russian land in those greatly troubled 
times. Wherefore, we render thee goodly praise, O 
divinely blessed one. Twice 

O most wondrous Dorothy, who can describe 
the reward of thy labors, the awesome miracles thou 
hast wrought, and the endurance and meekness 
thou didst show? For we know thee, O honored 
one. to be a converser with the angels, a gracious 
mediatress with Christ the Master, the favorite of 
His all-pure Mother, and a chosen vessel of the 
Spirit. 

Taking up the Cross of Christ, thou didst smite 
the demonic foe, O venerable one. Having faith for 
a shield and hope as a breastplate, and love of God 
and neighbor as a two-edged sword, with spiritual 
might and skillful prowess thou didst vanquish all 
the passions and lusts; and now thou joinest chorus 
with the angels on high, O glorious mother 
Dorothy, praying for those who hymn thee. 


Glory...: Idiomelon, in Tone III— 

O wondrous Dorothy, thou joy of all the ranks 
of monastics, in thy mediations before God, pray 
thou that those who celebrate thy holy memory as 
is meet may be delivered from temptations and 
trials, and the judgment that none may escape, and 
in thine entreaty beseech the impartial Judge, that 
He allay His righteous indignation and save our 
souls from the fires of Gehenna. 


Now & ever...: Dogmatic theotokion, in the same 
tone— 

How can we not marvel at thy giving birth to 
the God-man, O all-honored one. For without 
having accepted the temptation of a man, O all- 
immaculate one, without a father thou gavest birth 
in the flesh to a Son Who was begotten without a 


mother before the ages, without His undergoing 
change, confusion or division, and yet preserved 
intact the character of both essences. Wherefore, 
O Virgin Mother and Mistress, entreat Him, that 
the souls of those who in Orthodox manner confess 
thee to be the Theotokos be saved. 


Entrance. Prokimenon of the day. Three Readings: 


READING FROM THE WISDOM OF SOLOMON 

The souls of the righteous are in the hand of God, 
and there shall no torment touch them. In the sight 
of the unwise they seemed to die: and their depar- 
ture is taken for misery, and their going from us to 
be utter destruction: but they are in peace. For 
though they be punished in the sight of men, yet is 
their hope full of immortality. And having been a 
little chastised, they shall be greatly rewarded: for 
God proved them, and found them worthy for 
Himself. As gold in the furnace hath He tried them, 
and received them as a burnt offering. And in the 
time of their visitation they shall shine, and run to 
and fro like sparks among the stubble. They shall 
judge the nations, and have dominion over the 
people, and their Lord shall reign forever. They 
who put their trust in Him shall understand the 
truth: and such as be faithful in love shall abide with 
Him: for grace and mercy is to His saints, and He 
hath care for His elect. 


READING FROM THE WISDOM OF SOLOMON 
The righteous live for evermore; their reward also is 
with the Lord, and the care of them is with the Most 
High. Therefore shall they receive a glorious king- 
dom, and a beautiful crown from the Lord’s hand: 
for with His right hand shall He cover them, and 
with His arm shall He protect them. He shall take 
to Him His jealousy for complete armor, and make 
the creature His weapon for the revenge of His 
enemies. He shall put on righteousness as a breast- 
plate, and true judgment instead of a helmet. He 
shall take holiness for an invincible shield. His 
severe wrath shall he sharpen for a sword, and the 
world shall fight with Him against the unwise. 
Then shall the right-aiming thunderbolts go 
abroad; and from the clouds, as from a well-drawn 


bow, shall they fly to the mark. And hailstones full 
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of wrath shall be cast as out of a stone bow, and the 
water of the sea shall rage against them, and the 
floods shall cruelly drown them. Yea, a mighty 
wind shall stand up against them, and like a storm 
shall blow them away: thus iniquity shall lay waste 
the whole earth, and ill-dealing shall overthrow the 
thrones of the mighty. Hear therefore, O ye kings, 
and understand; learn, ye who be judges of the ends 
of the earth. Give ear, ye who rule the people and 
glory in the multitude of nations. For power is 
given you of the Lord, and sovereignty: from the 
Most High, Who shall try your works, and search 


out your counsels. 


READING FROM THE WISDOM OF SOLOMON 
Though the righteous be prevented with death, yet 
shall he be in rest. For honorable age is not that 
which standeth in length of time, nor that is mea- 
sured by number of years. But wisdom is the gray 
hair unto men, and an unspotted life is old age. He 
pleased God, and was loved of Him: so that living 
among sinners he was translated. Yea, speedily was 
he taken away, lest that wickedness should alter his 
understanding, or deceit beguile his soul. For the 
bewitching of naughtiness doth obscure things that 
are honest; and the wandering of concupisence 
doth undermine the simple mind. He, being made 
perfect in a short time, fulfilled a long time: for his 
soul pleased the Lord: therefore hasted He to take 
him away from among the wicked. This the people 
saw, and understood it not, neither laid they up this 
in their minds, That His grace and mercy is with 
His saints, and that He hath respect unto His 
chosen. 


At Litia, the sticheron of the temple; and this sticheron 
idiomelon, in Tone VII— 

Giving thyself over to ascetic feats, O most 
glorious one, thou didst mount the ladder of the 
virtues with manly determination, and didst restore 
the sacred Convent of the Meeting of the Lord, 
which infidels had demolished in their hatred of 
our Faith; and by the power of the Cross of Christ 
thou didst trample underfoot the enemy of the 
human race and didst put to flight his unholy 


minions. 


Glory...: Idiomelon, in Tone II— 

Come, all ye faithful of the Russian land, and 
together with us celebrate a spiritual feast and praise 
the godly Dorothy, crying aloud : Rejoice, O all- 
venerable and divinely honored saint! Rejoice, O 
thou who didst crucify the flesh and its lusts! 
Rejoice, thou who art equal in honor with the holy 
women of old and with them sharest the abode of 
the righteous, with whom do thou pray that our 
souls be saved! 


Now & ever...: Theotokion, in the same tone— 
All of my hope do I set on thee, O Mother of 
God; keep me under thy protection. 


Aposticha stichera, in Tone I: Spec. Mel.: “Joy of the 
ranks of heaven... ’— 

Embracing the discipline of fasting, and spurn- 
ing all riches and the glory of this world, on earth 
thou didst run well the goodly race of thy struggle 
among the ranks of monastics, and with the wise 
virgins hast thou entered the bridal-chamber of the 
Master, where do thou pray unceasingly in behalf of 
our sinful souls. 

Stichos: Wondrous is God in His saints, the 
God of Israel. 

Thou didst follow Christ, the Creator and 
Ruler of all, didst serve Him faithfully in chastity, 
and didst show many the path to salvation, O 
Dorothy. “My beloved sisters,” thou didst say, 
“Straight and narrow is the path that leadeth to life; 
wherefore, struggle manfully, and Christ Himself, 
the Judge of the contest, will guide you.” 

Stichos: Precious in the sight of the Lord is the 
death of His saints. 

Like an all-radiant star arising in Russia, illu- 
mining the land of Kashin and Tver’, be thou an 
advocate for all who earnestly have recourse unto 
thee, who entreat thy prayers unto the Lord, and 
lovingly kiss thy precious image, O Dorothy; and 
from all tribulations deliver us who with faith 
celebrate thy holy memory. 


Glory...: Idiomelon, in Tone VI— 

Celebrating the solemnity of the godly 
Dorothy today, come, ye faithful, let us hymn her 
struggles and labors; let us praise her who loved 


—~ 10-< 


Christ her Lord with an angelic love and served 
Him with ardent zeal; and with faith and love let us 
cry out to her: Rejoice, O most honored mother, 
thou adornment and boast of monastics, chosen 
bride of Christ, who dwellest with the heavenly 
hosts and all the saints in the never-waning light of 
the kingdom of God! Pray thou that all Orthodox 


Christians be saved. 


Now & ever...: Theotokion, in the same tone— 

Christ the Lord, my Creator and Dedliverer, 
Who came forth from thy womb, O all-pure one, 
and robed Himself in me, hath freed Adam from 
the curse. Wherefore, like the angel do we unceas- 
ingly cry out to thee, O most pure one, who art truly 
the Mother of God and Virgin: Rejoice! Rejoice, 
O Mistress, thou intercession, protection and sal- 
vation for our souls! 


After the Blessing of the Loaves, we chant the troparion 
of the saint, in Tone IV— 

As a faithful bride of Christ, the incorrupt 
Bridegroom, O venerable Dorothy, like the wise 
virgins hast entered into His heavenly bridal- 
chamber, bearing the radiant lamp of good works, 
and on high thou dost rejoice with the saints amid 
eternal light. Wherefore, entreat Him Whom thou 
lovest, O mother, that He have mercy on us all and 
save our souls from everlasting destruction. Twice 


And “Virgin Theotokos, rejoice!...”, once. 


AT MATINS 
At “God is the Lord...”, the troparion of the saint, 
twice; Glory..., Now & ever...: Resurrectional 
theotokion. 


After the first chanting of the Psalter, this sessional 
hymn, in Tone IV: Spec. Mel.: “Joseph 
marveled...” — 

The ranks of pious nuns which thou didst 
assemble, O venerable one, undaunted arrayed 
themselves for warfare against the tyrannical foe, and 
brought him low with the weaponry of faith; where- 
fore, with thee they have enlisted in the armies of 
heaven, and they ever make entreaty, that those who 
honor thee, their victorious leader, may be delivered 
from misfortunes, grief and pain. Twice 


Glory..., Now & ever...: Theotokion— 

Joseph marveled, beholding that which 
transcendeth nature, and pondering thy seedless 
conception he dwelt in thought upon the dew, 
which fell upon the fleece, the bush unconsumed 
by the fire, and the sod of Aaron, which put forth 
branches. And thy guardian and betrothed cried 
out to the priests: “The Virgin giveth birth, and 
even after birthgiving remaineth virgin!” 


After the second chanting of the Psalter, this 
sessional hymn, in Tone I: Spec. Mel.: “Thy tomb, 
O Savior...” 

Let us hymn the blessed Dorothy, the meek and 
humble bride of Christ, the tower of piety and 
rampart of defense that girdeth the Orthodox 
about with strength, protecting us from the insidi- 


ous assaults of all enemies, visible and invisible, 
Twice 


Glory..., Now & ever...: Theotokion— 

All the fullness of the Godhead dwelt within 
thee, O pure Mistress, and, as Paul hath said, deified 
all the nature of corruptible men. Thou wast the 
beginning of such grace, and art saving guidance for 
those who honor thee with faith and love. 


Polyeleos, and this magnification— 

We magnify thee, O venerable mother Dorothy, 
and we honor thy holy memory, O instructress of 
monastics and converser with the angels. 


Selected Psalm verses— 

A With patience I waited patiently for the Lord, 
and He was attentive unto me, and He hear- 

[Ps 39: 2] 

B He set my feet upon a rock, and He ordered 
my steps aright. [Ps: 39: 3] 

A Lo, I have fled afar off and have dwelt in the 


kened unto my supplication. 


wilderness. [Ps. 54: 8] 
B_ Iam become like a pelican of the wilderness. 
[Ps. 101: 7] 


AI have watched, and am like a sparrow that 
sitteth alone upon the housetop. [Ps. 101: 8] 
B My knees are grown weak through fasting. 
[Ps. 108: 24] 
A And my flesh is changed for want of oil. 
[Ps. 108: 24] 
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[Ps. 6: 4] 
A For many dogs have encircled me, the congre- 
gation of evil doers hath surrounded me. 


B With tears will I water my couch. 


[Ps. 21: 17] 

B. They have bent their bow, a bitter thing. 
[Ps. 63: 4] 
A That they may shoot in secret at the blameless 
man. [Ps. 63: 4] 


B_ I beheld the Lord ever before me, for He is at 
my right hand, that I may not be shaken. 
[Ps. 15: 8] 
A All the nations compassed me round about, and 
by the name of the Lord I warded them off. 
[Ps. 117: 10] 
B_ Blessed be the Lord Who hath not given us to 
be a prey to their teeth. [Ps. 123: 6] 
A Letall Thy works, O Lord, give praise to Thee. 
[Ps. 144: 10] 
B_ And let the righteous ones bless Thee. 
[Ps. 144: 10] 
A Know also that the Lord hath made wondrous 
His righteous one. [Ps. 4: 4] 
B. He hath labored forever, and shall live to the 


end. [Ps. 48: 9-10] 
A The Lord preserveth the souls of His saints. 
[Ps. 96: 10] 


B_ The saints shall boast in glory and shall rejoice 
upon their beds. [Ps. 149: 5] 
A. Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of 
His saints. [Ps. 115: 6] 
B Chant unto the Lord, O ye saints of His, and 
give thanks at the remembrance of His holiness. 
[Ps. 29: 5] 
Glory..., Now & ever... 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Glory to Thee, O God! 
Thrice 


After the Polyeleos, this sessional hymn, in Tone IV: 
“Spec. Mel.: “Go thou quickly before...’— 

Freed from bondage to the lusts of the flesh, 
thou didst betroth thyself to Christ, O Dorothy, 
and didst become His faithful bride; wherefore, 
thou didst restore the Convent of His Meeting, and 
therein didst assemble a multitude of nuns, making 
them citizens of heaven, where with thee they praise 
Him unceasingly with faith. Twice 


Glory..., Now & ever...: Theotokion— 

By thy divine birthgiving, O pure one, thou 
hast restored the mortal nature of those born of 
earth, which had become corrupt in the passions, 
and thou hast raised up all from death to the life of 
incorruption. Wherefore, as is meet, we all bless 
thee, O all-glorious Virgin, as thou didst predict. 


Song of Ascents, the first antiphon of Tone IV. 


Prokimenon, in Tone IV— 
Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His 
saints. 


Stichos: What shall I render unto the Lord for all 


that He hath rendered unto me? 
“Let every breath praise the Lord.” 


GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MATTHEW, § 104 

The Lord spake this parable: “The Kingdom of 
heaven is likened unto ten virgins, who took their 
lamps, and went forth to meet the bridegroom. 
And five of them were wise, and five were foolish. 
Those who were foolish took their lamps, and took 
no oil with them: But the wise took oil in their 
vessels with their lamps. While the bridegroom 
tarried, they all slumbered and slept. And at 
midnight there was a cry made: ‘Behold, the bride- 
groom cometh; go ye out to meet him.’ Then all 
those virgins arose, and trimmed their lamps. And 
the foolish said unto the wise: ‘Give us of your oil; 
for our lamps are gone out.’ But the wise answered, 
saying: ‘Not so; lest there be not enough for us and 
you: but go ye rather to those who sell, and buy for 
yourselves.’ And while they went to buy, the 
bridegroom came; and those who were ready went 
in with him to the marriage: and the door was shut. 
Afterward came also the other virgins, saying: 
‘Lord, Lord, open to us.’ But he answered and said: 
‘Verily I say unto you, I know you not.’ Watch 
therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour 
wherein the Son of man cometh.” 


After Psalm 50, this sticheron, in Tone VI— 
The Church of Russia radiantly exulteth today, 
glorifying thy holy memory, O venerable Dorothy, 


as Toe 


for in thee hath it found a fervent intercessor and a 
true advocate before the throne of God, a speedy 
comfort among all sorrows, and a physician for the 
ailing that taketh no fee. Glory to Him Who hath 
bestowed upon thee the gift of miracles and Who 
through thee hath wrought wonders for His people 
throughout the world 


Canon of Supplication to the Theotokos [the Paraclesis], 
with 6 troparia, including the irmos; and that of the 
saint, with 8 troparia, the acrostic whereof ts “Thy body 
is in Kashin; thy soul is with God.”, in Tone IV— 
Ope I 

Irmos: I shall sing to Thee, O Lord my God; for 
Thou didst lead Thy people forth from the bondage 
of Egypt, and didst overwhelm the chariots of 
Pharaoh and his might. 

Thou didst cast off the bonds that bound thee 
to this sinful world, O venerable mother Dorothy; 
wherefore, thou didst pass unimpeded from earth 
to the heavens. 

Heaven’s denizens welcomed thee with joy, O 
venerable one, for the waves of thy virtues engulfed 
Satan and his foul minions, showing his might to be 
feeble and weak. 

Ye pious, sing ye to the Lord our God, for by the 
example of the holy Dorothy He leadeth His people 
out of the misfortunes and trials that bring them 
misery and woe. 

Theotokion: Be thou a guide and directress for 
us who have gone astray as it were amid a barren 
wilderness, O Theotokos, and lead us up from the 
foetid mire of our sins and lusts. 


Ope III 
Irmos: Holy art Thou, O Lord our God! Make 
steadfast our hearts, that we may cry to Thee 
without ceasing: There is none righteous save Thee, 
O Lord! 

O Lord our God, through the unceasing 
prayers of the venerable Dorothy save our souls, 
that with her we may cry out to thee: There is none 
righteous save Thee! 

Dorothy fled the temptations of this world and 
found a safe haven in the Convent of the Meeting 
of the Lord, in the stillness whereof her heart was 
made steadfast. 


Ye enemies of Orthodox Faith and piety, 
though ye made desolate the temples of Christ 
God, yet did a devout woman, strong of will, repair 
what ye had torn down. 

In the passing of theages, O godly Dorothy, thy 
memory is cherished and honored all the more, and 
the city of Kashin rejoiceth to possess thy wondrous 
grave. 

Theotokion: Save thee, all-holy Maiden, who 
will preserve this city and our devastated land? Save 
thee, O Virgin, who will defend us against enemies, 
visible and invisible? 


Sessional hymn, in Tone III : Spec. Mel.: “Of the 
divine Faith...’— 

Thou art an unassailable bulwark for the city of 
Kashin, a pillar of strength for Russia, and an ever- 
burning lamp for the whole world, O Dorothy. 
Beseech the Lord, O saint, that He grant us great 
mercy. Twice 


Glory..., Now & ever...: Theotokion— 

Thou wast a divine tabernacle, surpassing the 
angels in purity, O most pure one who alone art 
Virgin and Mother. With the divine water of thy 
supplications do thou cleanse me, who have, more 
than all others, become dust and am defiled by 
carnal transgressions. 


Ope IV 
Irmos: \ heard report of Thee, O God, and I was 
afraid; I understood Thy works, O Lord, and I was 
filled with awe, for the earth is full of Thy praise. 

In awe have we heard of thee, O Dorothy; for 
though Kashin is among the least of Russia’s cities, 
yet is it rendered great by thy mighty deeds. 

Now let us praise the pious works of the vener- 
able Dorothy, who with manly intent didst repair 
the ravages of the enemies of Faith and homeland. 

Kashin is full of grace divine; for its earth is 
imbued with the sweet fragrance that doth emanate 
from the sacred remains of its wondrous 
mediatress. 

Theotokion: All creation praiseth thee exceed- 
ingly, O most immaculate Maiden Mother of God; 
and we are stricken with awe by thy transcendent 


mystery. 
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Ope V 
Irmos: Thou hast come, O my Lord, as a light into 
the world: a holy light turning from the darkness of 
ignorance those who hymn Thee with faith. 

Seeing the ruin wrought by those benighted by 
the darkness of ignorance, O saint, thou didst 
restore the house of the Lord asa light to the world. 

Holy indeed is the light of grace that streameth 
forth from thy grave, O daughter of Christ the 
Lord, and it dispelleth the darkness of sin. 

In turning from the ways of the world after the 
death of thine earthly spouse, O Dorothy, thou 
didst cleave unto the Lord, the Light of the world. 

Theotokion: Never let us cease to hymn and 
praise the all-holy Virgin Mary, for through her 
immaculate womb hath Christ the Light shone 
forth upon us. 


Ope VI 
Irmos: [have come unto the depths of the sea, and 
the tempest of my many sins hath engulfed me; but, 
as God, lead up my life from the abyss, O greatly 
Merciful One. 

The River Kashinka bringeth water to thy city, 
O honored one; but thy grave, like an ever-flowing 
wellspring, bringeth the grace of God to those who 
honor thy memory. 

Having the sacred shrine of the holy relics of the 
venerable Anna as a safe shelter amid the storms of 
life, O holy mother, thou didst weather the tempest 
of misfortunes. 

Ye who founder on the surging depths of the sea 
of life, overladen with the freight of many sins, flee 
ye to the intercessions of the venerable Dorothy, as 
to a calm haven. 

Theotokion: Save, O save us, most holy Mother 
of God, lest the billows of the abyss overwhelm us, 
and the depths of our transgressions engulf us, and 
we perish utterly! 


Kontakion, in Tone VIIT— 

An animate temple of God art thou, right 
beautifully adorned with the monastic virtues, O 
venerable mother, for thou didst build anew the 
sacred convent of His Meeting; wherefore, we 
beseech thee as our faithful intercessor: Bear thou 


our supplications to the throne of the Lord, and by 
thy mediation deliver us from all tribulations, that 
we may cry to thee in gladness: Rejoice, O venerable 
Dorothy, all-comely bride of Christ! 

Ikos: Loving the ascetic life of the desert- 
dwellers of old, O saint of God, thou didst reach the 
end of thine earthly life in holiness, having lived in 
the flesh the angelic life; wherefore, thou now 
dwellest on high with the bodiless hosts, and 
hearest from us who honor thee such hymns of 
praise: Rejoice, dutiful daughter of pious parents; 
rejoice, thou who didst serve thy husband as the 
image of Christ in thy home! Rejoice, thou who 
didst cleave to the heavenly Bridegroom after the 
death of thy spouse; rejoice, thou who didst 
blamelessly preserve thy chastity for the Lord alone! 
Rejoice, thou who didst love thy Master with all thy 
soul; rejoice, thou who didst preserve thy fidelity to 
Him until the end of thy life! Rejoice, thou who 
hast been glorified by the Lord with countless 
miracles; rejoice, thou who pourest forth gracious 
healings in abundance! Rejoice, ever-shining lamp 
illumining the Holy Church; rejoice, priceless 
treasure bestowed by God upon the city of Kashin! 
Rejoice, remedy for our ailments provided without 
charge; rejoice, faithful intercessor before the Lord 
in behalf of our souls! Rejoice, O venerable 
Dorothy, all-comely bride of Christ! 


Ope VII 

Irmos: O God of our fathers, let us not be put to 
shame, but grant that we may cry out to Thee with 
boldness: Blessed art Thou, O God of our fathers! 

O Lord of hosts, Thou hast given us a 
mediatress unashamed, who crieth out to thee with 
boldness: Blessed art Thou, O God of our fathers! 

Unto thee, O daughter of the King ofall, do we 
direct our petitions, for thou hast great boldness 
before the throne of the blessed God of our fathers. 

Let us praise the ever-memorable Dorothy, 
who entreateth the God of our fathers in behalf of 
us, her sinful children; and let us hymn her with 
faith. 

Theotokion: In thee, O Lady, do we place our 
trust; in thee do we set all our hope: for we have 
none other mediatress so mighty as thou. 
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Ope VIII 
Irmos: All ye works of God and all creation, bless the 
Lord! Ye venerable and lowly of heart, hymn and 
exalt Him supremely for all ages! 

Supremely exalted is God, the Lord of all 
creation, Who in His loving-kindness hath granted 
us the holy Dorothy as an intercessor. 

When we are brought low by despair and dare 
not raise our eyes unto the Lord, O venerable one, 
lift up our life from the pit of despondency. 

In our wretched lives all our works are sullied by 
the mire of sin, O holy Dorothy, but wash us clean 
by thine entreaties to our blessed Lord. 

Theotokion: To Gabriel’s word thou didst 
reply, O Queen of all: “Be it unto me according to 
thy word!” And the Word became flesh through 
thee. 


Ope IX 
Irmos: Christ our God, to Whom thou gavest birth 
without seed, O pure Theotokos, do we magnify 
with unceasing hymns. 

Heaven hath welcomed the venerable one into 
its midst, and the ranks of saints and angels greet her 
with unceasing hymns. 

God hath glorified His favored one with 
miracles beyond number, moving us all to magnify 
her with unceasing praise. 

O the devotion of the saint to Christ and His 
all-pure Mother! Wherefore, she is hymned even in 
the far islands of the sea. 

Theotokion: Divine and ineffable was the seed- 
less conception of the all-pure Theotokos, whom 
we magnify with goodly hymns. 


Exapostilarion: Spec. Mel.: “Hearken, ye 
women...” — 

Like the wise virgins of the Gospel thou sharest 
the banquet of Christ, O saint of God; wherefore, 
with compunction we beseech thee: Fill thou our 
guttering lamp with the oil of good works, and light 
the way for us to His holy habitation, that with thee 


we may forever glory in His presence. Twice 


Theotokion— 
For us, O all-pure Virgin, didst thou give birth 


to Christ our God, the preéternal Light, Who hath 
delivered the whole world from the deception of the 
devil. Wherefore, we beseech thee: Never cease to 
pray, that He grant us His mercy of the day of 
judgment. 


On the Praises, 4 stichera, in Tone VI: Spec., Mel.: 
“On the third day...”— 

O venerable mother Dorothy, boast of Ortho- 
dox women and glory of monastics, standing before 
the throne of the all-holy Trinity pray thou unceas- 
ingly in behalf of our souls, that by thy fervent pleas 
to Him we may escape the torments of Tartarus. 

A godly abode of the virtues wast thou shown to 
be, O most blessed mother, having cleansed soul 
and body of carnal passions and lusts, and adorned 
thyself with meekness and love, as a fitting habita- 
tion for the all-holy Spirit. 

Hearken unto the supplications of thy children 
who have recourse to thee in love, O holy Dorothy 
our mother, and grant the heartfelt petitions of 
those who honor thy memory with faith., that with 
thee we may rejoice in the Lord 

By fasting, vigils and ceaseless prayer didst thou 
suppress the uprisings of the flesh, O mother; in thy 
surpassing love for God and thy neighbor didst 
thou imitate thy Master; and by patience and 
humility of mind hast thou attained the heights of 
heaven. 


Glory...: Idiomelon, in Tone VIII— 

When thou hadst passed from this vale of tears 
and made thine abode in the mansions on high, O 
venerable Dorothy our mother, then did God, 
Who is wondrous in His saints, bestow upon thee 
the grace of miracles, to heal the infirm and to guide 
those who are gone astray. Wherefore, faithfully 
honoring thy holy memory, with compunction we 
cry out to Christ Jesus our Lord: Glory to Thee 
Who dost glorify Thy saints! 


Now & ever...: Theotokion, in the same tone— 
O Mistress, accept the supplications of thy 
servants, and deliver us from all want and grief. 


Great Doxology. Troparia. Litanies. Dismissal. First 
Hour. 
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AT LITURGY 
On the Beatitudes, 8 troparia: 4 from Ode III, and 4 
from Ode VI of the canon of the saint. 


Prokimenon, in Tone IV— 

Wondrous is God in His saints, the God of Israel. 

Stichos: In congregations bless ye God, the Lord 
from the well-springs of Israel. 


EPISTLE TO THE GALATIANS, § 208 
Brethren: Before faith came, we were kept under 
the law, shut up unto the faith which should 
afterward be revealed. Wherefore the law was our 
schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, thatwe might 
be justified by faith. But after that faith is come, we 
are no longer under a schoolmaster. For ye are all 
the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. For as 
many of youas have been baptized into Christ have 
put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, 
there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male 
nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. And 
if ye be Christ’s then are ye Abraham’s seed, and 
heirs according to the promise. 


Alleluia, in Tone I— 

Stichos: With patience I waited patiently for the 
Lord, and He was attentive unto me, and He 
hearkened unto my supplication. 

Stichos: And He brought me up out of the pit of 
misery, and from the mire of clay. 


GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MATTHEW, § 104 

The Lord said this parable: “The kingdom of 
heaven be likened unto ten virgins, who took their 
lamps, and went forth to meet the bridegroom. 
And five of them were wise, and five were foolish. 
Those who were foolish took their lamps, and 
took no oil with them: but the wise took oil in 
their vessels with their lamps. While the bride- 
groom tarried, they all slumbered and slept. And 
at midnight there was a cry made: ‘Behold, the 
bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him.’ 
Then all those virgins arose, and trimmed their 
lamps. And the foolish said unto the wise: ‘Give 
us of your oil; for our lamps are gone out.’ But the 
wise answered, saying: “Not so; lest there be not 
enough for us and you: but go ye rather to them 
that sell, and buy for yourselves.’ And while they 
went to buy, the bridegroom came; and those who 
were ready went in with him to the marriage: and 
the door was shut. Afterward came also the other 
virgins, saying: ‘Lord, Lord, open to us.’ But he 
answered and said: ‘Verily I say unto you, I know 
you not.’ Watch therefore; for ye know neither 
the day nor the hour wherein the Son of man 
cometh.” 


Communion Verse— 
In everlasting remembrance shall the righteous be; 


he shall not be afraid of evil tidings. 


Composed in English by the reader Isaac Lambertsen. ©2010 All rights reserved by the author. 
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They say that a certain elder dwelt by himself in silence, and that a son of the world 
(layman) used to minister unto him continually; and it happened that the son of that son 
of the world fell sick, and his father entreated the elder to go with him to his house and 
to pray over him, and when he had entreated him to do so often, the elder went forth 
and went with him. And the man went before him and entered the village, and he said 
to the people there, “Come forth to meet the monk.” Now when the elder saw the people 
from afar off, and perceived that they had come forth to meet him carrying lanterns, 
straightway he stripped off his garments and dipped them in the river, and he began to 
wash them, being naked. And when the man who ministered unto him saw this, he was 
ashamed, and he entreated the people of the village, saying: “Get ye back, for the elder 
hath certainly gone mad!” Then he approached the elder, and said unto him, “Father, 
what is it that thou hast done? For all the people are saying that the elder hath a devil.” 
And the elder said, “This is what I wished to hear.” 


— from The Paradise of the Fathers 
Ao ee 


LIFE OF ST. ANTHONY THE GREAT 
(Part II; continued from #174) 


Book II 
THE TEACHINGS OF ST. ANTHONY 


CHAPTER V 
The Vocation of a Monk 


When he needed to cross the canal of Arsenoé 
to visit the brethren, the canal was full of crocodiles. 
Simply praying, he entered it with all his compan- 
ions, and they passed through unhurt. 

He returned to the monastery and continued 
the same holy and generous labors. He preached 
constantly, increasing the zeal of those who were 
already monks, and stirring many others to the love 
of the religious life. Soon, the word drew men, the 
number of monasteries became very great, and toall 
he was a guide and a father. 

One day, when he had gone out and all the 
monks came to him, asking to hear a discourse, he 
spoke to them as follows in the Egyptian tongue: 

The Scriptures are enough for our instruction. 
Yet it is well that we should encourage each other in 
the Faith, and stimulate each other with words. Do 
you, therefore, bring what you know and tell it like 
children to your father while I, as your elder, share 
with you what I know and have experienced. First 
ofall, let one samezeal be common toall, not to give 
up what we have begun, not to be faint-hearted in 
our labors, not to say we have lived long in this 
service — but rather, as beginners, to have greater 
zeal each day. For the whole life of a man is very 
short, measured beside the age to come, such that 
all our time is as nothing compared to eternal life. 

In the world, every merchandise is sold at its 
worth, and men barter like value for like. But the 
promise of eternal life is bought for a trifle. For it 
is written: “The days of our life have seventy years 
in them; and if in the mighty eighty years or more, 
they area laboranda burden” [Ps 129]. If, then, we 
spend the whole eighty years in the religious life, or 
even a hundred, we shall not reign for the like space 
ofa hundred years, but in return for the hundred we 
shall reign through ages of ages. And if our striving 
is on earth, our inheritance shall not be on earth, 
but in heaven is our promised reward. Our body, 


too, we give up corruptible, but we receive it back 
incorruptible. 

Therefore, children, let us not faint, nor weary, 
nor think we are doing much, “For the sufferings 
of this present time are not worthy to be compared 
to the glory that shall be revealed to us” [Rom 8:18]. 
Neither let us look back to the world thinking that 
we have renounced much. For the whole earth is 
buta narrow thing compared to all heaven. If, then, 
we were lords of the whole earth, and renounced the 
whole earth, that, too, would be worth nothing 
beside the kingdom of heaven. As though a man 
should make light of one bronze coin to gain a 
hundred pieces of gold, so he who owns all the earth 
and renounces it gives up but little, and receives a 
hundredfold. If, then, the whole earth is no price 
for heaven, surely he who has given up a few acres 
must not boast or grow careless; for what he for- 
sakes is as nothing even ifhe leave a home and much 
wealth. 

There is another thing to consider. If we do not 
forsake these things for virtue’s sake, still we will 
leave them later on when we die, and often, as 
Ecclesiastes reminds us, to those whom we would 
not [Eccl 2:18]. Then why not leave them for 
virtue’s sake, and to inherit a kingdom? 

Therefore let none of us have even the wish to 
possess. For what profit is it to possess these things 
which yet we cannot take with us? Why not rather 
possess those things which we can take away with us 
— prudence, justice, temperance, fortitude, 
understanding, charity, love of the poor, gentle- 
ness, hospitality? For if we gain these possessions 
we shall find them going beforehand, to make a 
welcome for us there in the land of the meek. 

With these thoughts let a man urge himself not 
to grow careless, especially if he considers that he is 
one of God’s servants, and owes service to his 
Master. Now a servant would not dare to say 
“Today I do not work, because I worked yesterday,” 
nor would count up the time that is past and rest in 
the coming days, but as is written in the Gospel 
shows the same willingness in order to keep his 


lord’s favor and avoid danger [Lk 17:7]. So also let 
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us abide daily in our service, knowing that if we are 
slovenly even for one day He will not pardon us for 
the sake of the bygone time, but will be angry with 
us for slighting Him. So have we heard in Ezekiel 
[3:20]; so, too, Judas [Jn 6:70-71] in one night 
destroyed all his toil in the foregone time. 

Therefore, children, let us hold fast the reli- 
gious life and not grow careless. For in this we have 
the Lord working with us, as it is written: “God 
coéperates unto good with everyone who chooseth 
the good” [Rom 8:28]. And to prevent negligence, 
it is well for us to ponder the Apostle’s saying: “I die 
daily” [I Cor 15:31]. For ifwe also so live as if dying 
daily, we shall not sin. 

What is meant is this: that when we wake each 
day, we should think we will not live till evening; 
and again when we go to sleep we should think we 
shall not awake; for our life is of its nature uncer- 
tain, and is measured out to us daily by Providence. 
So thinking and so living from day to day, we shall 
not sin, not shall we have any longing for anything, 
nor cherish wrath against anyone, nor lay up trea- 
sure on the earth. But as men who each day expect 
to die, we shall be poor, and shall forgive everything 
toall men. The desire of womenand of evil pleasure 
we shall — not just meet and master — but we shall 
turn away from it as as fleeting thing, striving 
always and always looking to the day of judgment 
[Lk 12:5]. For the greater fear and danger of 
torment always breaks the delight of pleasure and 
steadies the wavering mind. 

Having made a beginning and set out on the 
way of virtue, let us stretch out yet more to reach the 
things that are before us. Let none turn back like 
Lot’s wife, especially as the Lord has said: “No man 
setting his hand to the plough and turning back is 
fit for the kingdom of heaven” [Lk 9:62]. Turning 
back simply means changing one’s mind and caring 
again for worldly things. 

When you hear of virtue, do not fear nor feel the 
word strange, for it is not afar from us, not something 
that stands without. No, the thing is within us, and 
the doing it easy, if only we have the will. The Greeks 
go abroad and cross the sea to study letters, but we 
have no need to go abroad for the kingdom of 
heaven, nor to cross the sea after virtue. For the Lord 


has told us beforehand: “The kingdom of heaven is 


within you” [Lk 17:21]. Virtue, therefore, needs 
only our will, since it is within us and grows from us. 
For virtue grows when the soul keeps the under- 
standing according to nature. It is according to 
nature when it remains as it was made. Now it was 
made beautiful, and perfectly straight. 

For this reason Joshua the son of Nave com- 
manded the people “Make straight your hearts to 
your ways” [Josh 24:23]. For the straightness of the 
soul consists in the mind’s being according to 
nature, as it was made. On the other hand, the soul 
is said to be evil when it bends and gets twisted away 
from what is according to nature. So the task is not 
difficult. If we remain as God made us, we are in 
virtue. If we give our minds to evil, we are ac- 
counted wicked. If, then, it were a thing that must 
be sought from without, the task would indeed be 
hard. But if it be within us, let us guard ourselves 
from evil thoughts and keep our soul for the Lord, 
as a trust we have received from Him, that He may 
recognize His work, finding it as it was when He 
made it. 

Let us fight also not to be mastered by anger, 
nor enslaved by concupisence. For it is written that 
“the anger of man worketh not the justice of God” 
[Jas 1:20]. And “concupisence having conceived 
bringeth forth sin, and sin when it is completed 


bringeth forth death” [Jas 1:15]. 


CHAPTER VI 
Of the Assaults of Demons 


Living this life, let us watch ceaselessly and, as 
it is written, guard our heart with all watchfulness 
[Prov 4:23]. For we have enemies, terrible and 
unscrupulous, the wicked demons. Against them is 
our warfare, as the Apostle said: “Not against flesh 
and blood, but against principalities and powers, 
against the rulers of the world of darkness, against 
the spirits of wickedness in the high places” [Eph 
6:12]. 


around us, and they are not far from us. But there 


Great is the number of them in the air 


is much difference in them. It would be long to 
speak of their nature and differences, and such a 
discourse is for others greater than us. The only 
pressing and necessary thing now is to know their 
treacheries against us. 
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Let us first understand this, that the demons 
were not made a demons, for God made nothing 
bad. But they also were created beautiful, but fell 
from heavenly wisdom, and thenceforward wan- 
dering about the earth they have deceived the 
Greeks with their apparitions. They envy us Chris- 
tians and move everything to hinder us from the 
way to heaven, lest we mount whence they fell. 
Therefore a man needs much prayer and self- 
discipline that he may receive from the Holy Spirit 
the gift of discerning spirits and may be able to 
know about them — which of them are less wicked 
and which more, and in what kind of thing each of 
them is interested, and how each is defeated and 
cast out. For they have many treacheries and many 
moves in their plotting. The blessed Apostle and 
his followers knew this: “We are not ignorant of his 
contrivings” [II Cor 2:11]. And we, from being 
tempted by them, must guide one another. There- 
fore, as having in part experience of them, I speak 
to you as my children. 

If, then, they see any Christians, but especially 
monks, laboring gladly and making progress, they 
first attack them and tempt them by putting con- 
tinual stumbling-blocks in their way. These 
stumbling-blocks are bad thoughts. We must fear 
their suggestions, for by prayers and fastings and 
trust in the Lord they are defeated at once. Yet 
when defeated they do not cease, but come back 
again wickedly and deceitfully. For when they 
cannot mislead the heart with plainly unclean 
thought, they attack again in another way and try to 
frighten it by weaving phantoms, and take the form 
of women, of beasts and reptiles, and gigantic 
bodies, and armies of soldiers. But even so we must 
not fear their phantoms, for they are nothing and 
quickly disappear, especially if one fortify himself 
with faith and the sign of the Cross. But they are 
daring and shameless. For if here too they are 
beaten, they come on again in another way. They 
pretend to prophesy and to foretell things to come, 
and to show themselves taller than the roof, and of 
vast width in order, if possible, to catch by such 
phantoms those whom they could not beguile by 
thoughts. And if even so they find the soul firm in 
faith and in hope of its purpose, then they bring in 
their leader. 


Often, St. Anthony said, they appear in shape 
such as the Lord revealed the devil to Job: “His eyes 
are like the look of the dawn. From his mouth came 
forth burning lamps, and fires are shot forth. From 
his nostrils comes the smoke of a furnace burning 
with a fire of coals. His breath is coals, and flame 
proceeds from his mouth” [Job 41:8]. When the 
leader of the devils appears in this way, the wretch 
causes terror as I said, boasting as the Lord de- 
scribed to Job: “He esteemed iron as chaff, and 
bronze as rotten wood; he thought the sea a vessel 
for ointments, and the deeps of hell a captive; he 
judged the deeps to be a place for walking” [Job 
41:18]; and by the mouth of the prophet: “The 
enemy said I will pursue and I will capture” [Ex 
15:9]; and by another: “I will grasp the whole world 
in my hand like a nest, and as deserted eggs will I 
seize it” [Isa 10:14]. 

All such boastings and threatenings they make, 
seeking to deceive the devout. Here again, we 
faithful must not fear his appearances or heed his 
words. For he lies, and there is no truth at all in his 
speech. He talks thus and makes so bold, ignoring 
how he was dragged away with a hook [Job 40:19] 
like a serpent by the Savior, and was haltered like a 
beast of burden, was ringed through the nostrils like 
a runaway, and his lips pierced with an armlet. The 
Lord has tethered him [40:24] like a sparrow, to be 
mocked by us. He and his demons are put like 
scorpions and snakes to be trodden underfoot by us 
Christians. A proof of this is our now living this life 
in spite of him. 

For he who threatened to wipe up the sea and 
to grasp the world, now behold, cannot hinder our 
devotion, cannot even stop my speaking against 
him. Therefore let us not heed whatever he says, for 
he lies, nor fear his lying visions. For it is no true 
light that is seen in them; rather, they bring a 
foretaste and likeness of the fire which was prepared 
for them. They seek to frighten men with that in 
which they themselves shall burn. They appear, but 
at once they disappear again, having hurt no one 
and taking with them the likeness of the fire that is 
to receive them. So we need not fear them on this 
account either, for by the grace of Christ all their 
practisings are to no avail. 

They are treacherous, and ready to take on 
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them any part and any shape. Often, without 
appearing, they pretend to sing psalms and repeat 
sayings from the Scriptures. Sometimes when we 
are reading they will repeat at once like an echo the 
very words we have read. When we are asleep they 
wake us to prayers, and this persistently, scarcely 
letting us get to sleep. At times, too, they take the 
shape of monks and pretend to talk piously, in 
order to deceive by the likeness of form, and then 
lead whether they will those whom they have 
beguiled. 

But we must not heed them, though they wake 
us to pray, though they advise us to fast altogether, 
though they pretend to accuse and reproach us for 
things wherein once they were our accomplices. 
Not for piety nor for truth’s sake do they do this, 
but in order to bring the simple into despair, and to 
say that asceticism avails not, and to make men 
disgusted with the monastic life as burdensome and 
most grievous, and to entangle those who life is 
contrary to them. 

Against such as these the prophet sent by God 
pronounces woe: “Woe to him who giveth his 
neighbor a troubled drink to turn him back” [Hab 
2:15]. For such devices and thoughts turn men 
back in the way that leads to virtue. And our Lord 
Himself, even when the demons spoke the truth 
(for they truly said, Thou art the Son of God), yet 
silenced them and forbade them to speak, lest after 
the truth they should oversow their own wicked- 
ness, and also to teach us never to heed them even 
though they seem to speak the truth. It is unseemly 
that we who have the holy Scriptures and the 
freedom of Christ should be taught by the devil 
[Jude 6], who kept not his own rank, but is minded 
now one way, now another. Therefore He forbids 
him to speak, even to quote the words of Scripture: 
“To the sinful one God said, Why do you relate my 
judgments and take My testament into your 
mouth?” [Ps 49:16]. For they do everything; they 
talk, they make an uproar, they pretend, they 
unsettle the mind, all to deceive the simple, making 
a din, laughing senselessly, hissing. And ifone heed 
them not, they weep and wail as defeated. 

The Lord, then, silenced the demons, being 
God. But we, learning from the saints, must do as 
they did and imitate their courage. For they, when 


they saw these things, said: “When the sinner stood 
against me I was dumb, and was humbled, and kept 
silence from good things” [Ps 38:2]. And again, 
“But I, asa deaf man, heard not; and asadumb man 
opening not his mouth; and I became as a man that 
heareth not” [Ps 37:14]. Wherefore let us notlisten 
to them; they are none of ours. Nor let us hearken, 
though they call us to prayer or speak of fastings. 
But rather let us attend to our own purpose of holy 
living and not be cheated by them who do all 
deceitfully. We must not fear them, though they 
seem to assault us or threaten death. For they are 
powerless and can do nothing but threaten. 

Thus much I have said of them in passing. But 
now we must not shrink from a fuller discourse 
about them. It will be safer for you to be warned. 


CuaPTer VII 
The Powerlessness of the Devil 


Since our Lord lived the enemy is fallen and his 
powers have lost their strength. Therefore, though 
he can do nothing, nevertheless like a fallen tyrant 
he does not rest but threatens, though it be but 
words. Let each of you think that, and he can 
despise the demons. If they were tied to such bodies 
as we are, they might then say, “We cannot find 
men who hide, but if we do find them we hurt 
them.” And we, in that case, might escape them by 
hiding and locking doors against them. 

But since they are not so, but can enter where 
doors are locked, and since they are found in the air, 
they and their chief, the devil, and since they are 
evil-willed and ready to hurt and, as our Lord said 
“the father of all, the devil, is a murderer from the 
beginning” — but nevertheless we live and carry on 
our life in defiance of them, it is evident that they 
have no power. Place does not hinder them from 
plotting, and they do not see us friendly to them, 
that they should spare us. They have no love of 
justice, that they should amend. On the contrary, 
they are wicked and desire nothing so much as to 
injure those who seek virtue and honor God. The 
reason they do nothing is that they can do nothing 
except threaten. Ifthey could, they would not wait, 
but would do the evil at once, since their will is quite 
ready for it, especially against us. 
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Look! Here are we now gathered and talking 
against them, and they know that as we advance 
they grow weak. Ifthen they had power they would 
not have let one of us Christians live, for the service 
of God is an abomination to the sinner. As they can 
do nothing they rather injure themselves in this — 
for they cannot do aught of what they threaten. 

Again this must be remembered, to end all fear 
of them. If any power belonged to them, they 
would not come in a crowd, or cause phantoms, or 
use devices and appearances. It would be enough 
that one alone should come and do what he could 
and would. Anyone who really has power does not 
destroy with phantoms or frighten with crowds, 
but uses his power at once as he wills. But the 
demons who have no power play as on a stage, 
changing their forms and frightening children by 
the look ofnumbers and by their shapes. For all this 
they are to be the more despised as powerless. 

The real angel who was sent by God against the 
Assyrians needed not crowds or visible phantoms or 
changings or clappings, but quietly used his power 
and destroyed a hundred and eighty-five thousand 
of them. But helpless demons like these try to 
frighten if only by shadows. 

Now if anyone should think of the case of Job 
and ask, Why then did the devil go forth and do 
everything against him — strip him of his 
possessions, destroy his children, and strike him with 
a grievous ulcer? Let sucha one know that it was not 
the devil who had power, but God who gave Job into 
his hands to be tried. Because he had no power to do 
anything, he asked, and received, and did it. Herein, 
therefore, is the more reason to despise the enemy — 
though he desired he was powerless against one just 
man. Had he had power he would not have asked for 
it. Heasked not just once, but a second time; plainly 
he is weak and powerless. And little wonder that he 
was powerless against Job, when he could not destroy 
even his beasts unless God had permitted. Not even 
against swine has he power, for as it is written in the 
Gospel, “They entreated the Lord saying, Suffer us to 
depart into the swine” [Mk 5:12]. If they have no 
power over swine, much less have they any over men 
made in the likeness of God. 

God only must we fear, then. These creatures 
we must despise and in nowise fear. Indeed, the 


more they do, the more effort must we make on our 
way in defiance of them. For the great weapon 
against them is a right life and confidence in God. 
They dread the ascetics’ fasting, watching, prayers, 
meekness, peacefulness, their scorn of wealth, of 
vainglory, their humility, love of the poor, 
almsdeeds, their mildness and, most of all, their 
devotion to Christ. This is why they do all they can 
that there may be none to trample on them, for they 
know the grace the Savior gave to his faithful 
against them when He said: “Behold I have given 
you power to trample on serpents and scorpions 


and on all the strength of the enemy” [Lk 10:19]. 


CHAPTER VIII 
The Devil’s Prophecies 


Further, if they pretend to prophesy, let no one 
heed. For often they tell us days beforehand of 
brothers who are coming to see us, and they do 
come. It is not from kindness to their hearers that 
they do this, but in order to induce these to trust 
them and, thereafter having them in their power, to 
destroy them. So we must not listen to them, but 
even as they speak must repulse them, for we have 
no need of them. For what wonder is it if they 
whose bodies are of a more subtle nature than that 
of men, when they have seen some of the brethren 
beginning a journey, outrun them and announce 
them? So does a horseman bring word, outstrip- 
ping those who go on foot. So here too we need not 
marvel at them. They foreknow naught of what has 
not yet happened; God alone knows all things 
before they come to birth. But these, like thieves, 
run ahead and bring word of what they have seen. 
Even at this moment, to how many do they make 
known our doings, how we are assembled and hold 
discourse against them, before anyone goes from us 
to give the news! This, too, a fleet-footed boy might 
do, outstripping the slower. 

What I mean is this. Ifsomeone begins to travel 
from the Thebaid or any other place, they do not 
know if he will travel until he starts. But when they 
see him on the way, they run ahead and bring word 
before he comes; and so it is that after some days the 
traveler comes. Yet often enough their news is false 
— for the travelers turn back. 
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So too, at times they chatter about the water of 
the river. Seeing great rains falling in the part of 
Ethiopia, and knowing that thence comes the 
flooding of the river, they run ahead and tell it 
before the water reaches Egypt. Men could tell too, 
if they could run as these. Just as David’s scout, 
mounting a height, saw better than one who stayed 
below [II Kgs 28:24], and as even he who ran ahead 
told before the rest not things unborn but things 
that had come to pass and were on the way, so these 
choose to hurry and bring news to others simply to 
deceive them. But if in the meantime Providence 
should arrange aught concerning the waters or the 
travelers, as it can, then the demons have spoken 
falsely and they who heeded them are deceived. 

It was thus that the Greek oracles arose and men 
were formerly deceived by the demons; but it is 
thus, too, that the deceit is ended henceforth. For 
the Lord came, Who has made void the demons and 
all their wickedness. For of themselves they know 
nothing, but rather they see what knowledge others 
have, and like thieves take it and twist it. They are 
guessers rather than prophets. Therefore, if some- 
times they foretell such things truly, even so no one 
need wonder at them. For physicians also, who 
have experience of diseases, when they meet the 
same disease in others can often tell beforehand, 
judging from experience. And again, seamen and 
farmers, looking at the state of the weather, from 
their experience prophesy that there will be a storm 
or fine weather. No one would say because of this 
they prophesy by supernatural inspiration, but by 
experience and practice. 

So if the demons too sometimes say these same 
things by conjecture, they are not to be heeded or 
admired on that account. For what profit is it to the 
hearers to learn from them days beforehand what is 
coming, or what manner of eagerness to know such 
things even could one know them truly? For this 
makes not for virtue, neither is it any mark of 
goodness. None of us is judged for what he knows 
not, and none is blessed for what he has learned and 
knows. Rather, on these things each has to be 
judged — if he has held fast the Faith, and truly 
kept the commandments. 

Therefore we must not make much of these 
things, nor live our life of hardship and toil for the 


sake of knowing the future, but rather in order to 
please God by living well. We must pray, not in 
order to know the future, nor what the reward we 
must ask for our hard life, but that the Lord may be 
our fellow-worker in conquering the devil. But if we 
ever care to know the future, let us be pure in mind. 
For] am sure that when a soul is pure on all sides and 
in her natural state, she becomes clear-sighted and 
can see more and further than the demons, having 
the Lord to show her. Such was the soul of Elisha 
when watching the doings of Gehazi and seeing the 
armies that stood by them [IV Kgs 6:17]. 


CuarTER IX 
How to Distinguish Good from Bad Visions 


When they come to you by night and want to 
tell the future or say “We are angels,” take no heed, 
for they lie. And if they praise your strict life and call 
you blessed, do not hearken nor deal with them at 
all. Rather, bless yourselves and bless the house and 
pray, and you will see them disappear. For they are 
cowards, and utterly dread the sign of our Lord’s 
Cross, since it was on the Cross that the Savior 
despoiled them and exposed them [Col 2:25]. But 
if they stay unashamed, with dancing and changing 
shows, do not fear or shrink, neither give heed to 
them as being good spirits, for to distinguish the 
presence of the good and the bad is by God’s gift 
possible and easy. 

A vision of holy ones is not troubled: “for he 
shall not contend, nor cry out, neither shall any 
man hear his voice,” but it falls so restfully and 
gently that instant gladness and joy and courage 
awake in the soul. For with the holy visitants is our 
Lord, Who is our joy and God the Father’s might. 
The soul’s thoughts remain untroubled and calm, 
so that she looks on her visitants enlightened in 
herself. There comes on her a longing for heavenly 
things and things to come, and she is ready to be 
wholly united to them if she might go with them. 
And if some, being human, tremble at the vision of 
good angels, then at once the angel dispels the fear 
by love, as did Gabriel for Zachariah [Lk 1:13], and 
the angel who appeared in the holy sepulcher for the 
women [Mk 16:6], and he who said to the shep- 
herds in the Gospel “Fear not” [Lk 2:10]. For their 
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fear is not from cowardice of soul, but from feeling 
the presence of higher natures. Such then is the 
vision of holy ones. 

But the assault and appearance of the evil ones 
is troubled, with crashing and din and outcry, as 
might be the rioting of rough youths and thieves. 
For this comes at once terror of soul, disturbance 
and disorder of thoughts, dejection, hatred of ascet- 
ics, recklessness, sadness, the memory of one’s 
family, the fear of death, and then a craving for evil, 
a contempt of virtue, and an unsettling of the 
character. 

When, therefore, you see someone and are 
afraid, if the fear is immediately taken from you and 
instead of it comes unspeakable joy, cheerfulness, 
courage and recovery, calmness of thought, and the 
rest that I have named, strength and love of God — 
then be of good cheer and pray, for the joy and 
steadiness of the soul show the holiness of the 
Presence. So Abraham seeing our Lord rejoiced [Jn 
8:56], and John at the voice of Mary the Mother of 
God leapt for joy [Lk 1:41]. 

But if, when any appear to you, there is tumult 
and noise from without and earthly shows and 
threatening of death and all of which I have spoken, 
then know that the visitation is from the wicked. 

Let this likewise be a sign to you: when the soul 
continues in terror, the presence is of the enemy. 
For the demons do not take away men’s fear, as did 
the great archangel Gabriel for Mary and for 
Zachariah [Lk 1:13, 30], and he who appeared to 
the women in the tomb. Rather, when they see 
them afraid, they increase their phantoms, and the 
more terrify them, that then they may come on 
them and mock them, saying “Fall down and adore 
us” [Matt 4:9]. The Greeks did they thus deceive, 
for among them they were taken for false gods. But 
our Lord has not left us to be deceived by the devil 
since, when he made such appearances to Him, He 
rebuked him saying “Get behind me, Satan; for it is 
written, The Lord thy God shalt thou adore, and 
Him only shalt thou serve” [Matt 4:10]. Therefore 
let us more and more despise the evil one. For what 
our Lord said, He said for our sake, that the devils, 
hearing the same words from us, may be put to 
flight through the Lord, Who in these words re- 
buked them 


We must not boast for having cast out devils, 
nor be proud for healings; neither must we admire 
only him who casts out devils, and make naught of 
him who does not. But let each man study the strict 
living of each, and either copy and match it, or else 
better it. For to work signs is not ours. That is the 
Saviors doing. So he said to the disciples, “Rejoice 
not because the devils are subject to you, but 
because your names are written in heaven” [Lk 
10:20]. For our names written in heaven are a 
witness to our virtue and way of life; but to cast out 
devils is simply a favor of the Savior Who gave it. So 
to those who boast of their miracles and not of their 
virtues, saying “Lord, have we not cast out devils in 
Thy name and wrought many miracles in Thy 
name?” He answered, “Amen, I say to you, I know 
you not” [Matt 7:22]. For the Lord knows not the 
ways of the unholy [Ps 1:6]. 

As I have said, it is absolutely necessary to pray 
to receive the grace of discerning spirits, that as it is 
written, we may not trust every spirit [I Jn 4:1]. 

I would now cease, saying nothing of my own, 
and being content with this much only. But that 
you may not think these things are only my talk, but 
may besure that I speak from experience and fact— 
for this reason, though I become as one unwise — 
yet the Lord Who hears knows that my conscience 
is clean, and that not for myself but for your love 
and profit do I repeat what I have seen of the 
practices of the demons. 

How often have they called me blessed, and I 
have cursed them in the name of the Lord? How 
often have they foretold about the water of the river, 
and IJ have said to them, “And what concern is that 
of yours?” Once they came threatening and 
surrounded me with battle array like soldiers. 
Sometimes they filled the house with horses and 
beasts and serpents, and I sang the psalm “These in 
chariots, and these in horses, but we shall be mag- 
nified in the name of the Lord our God” [Ps 19:8], 
and at these prayers they were turned back by the 
Lord. 

Once in the dark they came with a show of 
light, saying, “We have come to light you, 
Anthony.” But I shut my eyes and prayed, and at 
once their unholy light was quenched. A few 
months later they came as if singing psalms and 
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quoting the Scriptures, “and I as one deaf heard 
not” [Ps 37:14]. Once they shook the monastery, 
but I prayed and remained unshaken in mind. 
Afterwards they came again, stamping, hissing and 
leaping. But as I prayed and reclined, singing 
psalms to myself, they at once began to wail and 
weep, as if utterly exhausted, and I glorified God, 
Who took away and made mockery of their daring 
and their fury. 

Oncea demon appeared to me, exceeding lofty, 
with phantom array, and dared to say, “I am the 
power of God, and I am His providence; what wilt 
thou that I bestow on thee?” Then I blew a breath 
at him, naming the name of Christ, and endeavored 
to strike him, and it seemed to me that I had struck 
him — and instantly, vast as he was, he disappeared 
with all his demons at the name of Christ. Once, 
when I was fasting, the deceiver came to me as a 
monk carrying phantom loaves and gave me coun- 
sel, saying “Eat, and cease from your many hard- 
ships; you also are a man, and you will lose your 
strength.” I, knowing his craft, arose to pray, and 
he could not bear it. He vanished, looking like 
smoke as he went out through the door. 

How often in the desert did he show mea vision 
of gold, that I might but touch it and look at it, and 
I sang a psalm against him, and it melted away. 
Often they struck me blows, and I said “Nothing 
shall part me from the love of Christ” [Rom 8:35], 
whereupon they struck each other instead. Itwas not 
I who stopped them and brought them to naught, 
but it was the Lord, Who says “I saw Satan like 
lightning falling from heaven” [Lk 10:18]. My 
children, I have transferred these things to myself, 
mindful of the Apostle’s saying [I Cor 4:6], in order 
that you may learn not to faint in your hard life, and 
not to fear the phantoms of the devil and his demons. 


CHAPTER X 
That We Need Not Fear Satan 


Seeing that I have begun to discourse thus 
unwisely, take for your safety and encouragement 
this also. And believe me, for I do not lie. Once 
someone knocked at my door in the monastery, and 
going out I saw a tall and mighty figure. On my 
asking “Who are you?” he said, “I am Satan.” I 


asked “Why are you here?” And he said, “Why do 
the monks and all other Christians blame me for no 
cause? Why do they curse me every hour?” When 
I said “Then why do you annoy them?” he an- 
swered, “It is not I that annoy them, but they 
disturb themselves, for I am powerless. Have they 
not read that the swords of the enemy have failed to 
the end, and his cities thou hast destroyed” [Ps 9]. 
I have now no place, no weapon, no city. Every- 
where are Christians, and now the desert too is 
grown full of monks. Let them watch themselves, 
and not curse me without cause.” 

Then I, marveling at the grace of the Lord, said 
to him, “Liar though you always are, and never 
speaking truth, yet this time you have spoken truly, 
even against your will, for Christ has come down 
and made you powerless, and cast you down and 
disarmed you.” He, hearing the Savior’s name and 
unable to endure the burning heat thereof, 
disappeared. 

Now if the devil himself confesses that he can 
do nothing, we ought utterly to contemn both him 
and his demons. 

The enemy, then, with his hounds has all these 
wicked arts. But we who have learned his weakness 
are able to despise them. Therefore let us not droop 
in mind in regard of this, or ponder terrors in our 
soul, or weave affrights for ourselves saying, “But 
what ifa demon come and overthrow me or lift me 
and hurl me down, or appear suddenly and craze 
me with fear?” Such things must not enter our 
minds at all, neither must we be sad as though 
perishing. Rather we must be brave and glad, as 
men who are being saved. Let us bear in mind that 
the Lord is with us, Who defeated them and 
brought them to naught. 

Let us believe and ponder this, that while our 
Lord is with us our enemies shall not touch us. For 
when they come, as they find us, so do they them- 
selves become to us: they fit their phantoms to the 
mind they find in us. If they find us in fear and 
panic, at once they assail us, like thieves who find 
the place unguarded; and all that we of ourselves are 
thinking, that they do and more. 

If they see us afraid and cowardly, they increase 
our fear yet more by phantoms and threats, and 
thereafter the wretched soul is punished in these 
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ways. But if they find us glad in the Lord and 
pondering on the good things to come, thinking 
thoughts of God and accounting all that is in God’s 
hand, and that a demon can avail naught against a 
Christian neither has power over any — seeing the 
soul safeguarded with such thoughts, they turn 
away in shame. So the enemy, seeing Job thus 
fenced about, fled from him [Job 1:21]. But 
finding Judas bare of these thoughts, he mastered 
him [Jn 13:2}. Therefore if we would despise the 
enemy, our thoughts must always be of God and 
our souls always glad with hope. Then we shall see 
the toys of demons as smoke, and themselves flee- 
ing instead of pursuing. For they are, as I said, very 


cowardly, always expecting the fire that is prepared 
for them. 

This sign also keep by you to cut off fear of 
them. When any vision comes, do not begin by 
falling into panic but, whatever it be, first ask 
bravely, “What are you, and whence?” And if it be 
a vision of the good, they will satisfy you and 
change your fear into joy. But if it be anything 
diabolical, at once it loses all strength, seeing your 
spirit strong. For simply to ask “Who are you, and 
whence?” is a proof of calmness. So when the son 
of Nave questioned he learned [Josh 5:13], and 
the enemy was discovered when Daniel ques- 
tioned him [Dan 13]. 

(next issue: St. Anthony’s Work for Others) 


AFTER THE EARTHQUAKE 


Providentially and astoundingly, the faithful of the 
Haitian Orthodox Mission survived the earth- 
quake with only a few minor injuries (not so minor 
to Philippe, who with his companions walked from 
their collapsed house in the very center of the 
destruction to their homes at Cyvadier, some 50 
miles, with those injuries!) and no deaths. 
Properties fared almost — but not quite — as 
well. Maison Mission (my home when there and 
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Mission headquarters) and St. Dorothy’s at 
LaPlaine survived without any significant damage. 
Not so the home of our landlord, Tines and his 
family (all the family are OK, though his wife 
suffered a broken wrist in the collapse of their 
home), nor the house next door (next page). St. 
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Augustine’s at Cyvadier/ ». 
Jacmel suffered some not 
so minor cracks (two 
walls of the altar will 
need to be demolished 
and rebuilt to seismic 
standards). Neverthe- 
less, divine services con- 
tinued & continue there 
without interruption (I 
served Liturgy there at 
the end of February). 
The school at St. 
Augustine’s did not fare & 
quite so well. While the 
damage is apparently 
minor, itis sufficient that Next Door — EVEN A COLLAPSED HOUSE CAN BE USED TO Dry Launpry! 
the building can not be Before I lefi, a school was functioning under tarps in this courtyard. 


used for classes until 


PLANs TO UsE PARTIAL FOUNDATION ON NEW GROUND 
major structural repairs are made. That didn’t stop 
our intrepid faithful, however. Almost immedi- 
ately arrangements were made to provide meals for 
those most in need, and within a couple of weeks a 
regular meal program for the students & others was 
functioning. 

When I arrived in late February (three days 
after American resumed commercial flights, having 
been rescheduled three times), regular classes were 
not yet possible, pending approval from the Minis- 
try of Education for proisional arrangements. We 
discussed numerous options (variants of all of 
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ST. AUGUSTINE'S — CRACKS IN THE SAN 


CTUARY which are now in effect, including erecting a new 
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building on the partial foundation acquired with a 
small additional land purchase in the fall of 2007. 
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St. AUGUSTINE’S NEW BUILDING, READY T 


BUCKET BRIGADE AT ST. AUGUSTINE’S 


Work began almost immediately after I left, with 
fill 8 building materials hauled by hand & wheel- 
barrow some 150 meters from the nearest possible 
dumping spot. By the time of latest photos (end of 
March), the foundation and fill had been com- 
pleted, steel laid, and the floor was ready to pour. 

Without waiting, classes were resumed as soon 
as possible — in the nave of the church, under trees, 
in the open, in tents provided by various agencies. 
The school is now functioning “normally”. 


have been reasonably antici- 
pated. The newly-roofed and 
“brightened up” office (about 
6 feet square; next page) suf- 
fered no damage. Portions of 
some of the walls collapsed, 
but the (very leaky) metal roof 
stayed in place. Workis under- 
way to replace the crude pole 
structure for the roof with “re- 
spectable” building materials, 
and the “holey” sheet metal 


As noted earlier, St. 
Dorothy’s at LaPlaine suffered 
not a crack, though the cloture 
wall around the property, the 
Foyer de Ste-Marie d’Egypte 
(we'll celebrate specially for her 
feastday when I’m there after 
Thomas Sunday) collapsed al- 
most entirely (but was repaired 
before I got there). St. Nicholas 
School fared better than could 


with good materials. A durable concrete roof will 
have to await further funds & solid advice on seismic 
standards for such roofs. In the meanwhile, “c’est la 


age : 
vie” — life goes on. 


The homes of some of the faithful didn’t fare 
quite so well (left). We will of course do the best 
possible to help them rebuild. 

Remarkably, however, not at Maison Mission, 
not at either of the churches, nor at Fr. Amboise’s 
home did a single icon fall from a wall or cabinet, 
even though almost everything else was thrown to 
the floor and totally overturned. Further, Fr. 
Amboise told me, not a single home which had 
been blessed was signficiantly damaged. 

And now — back to celebrate for St. Mary of 
Egypt and, the weekend following, for Sunday of 
the Myrrhbearers at St. Augustine’s. Please keep us 
all in your prayers. 


| | Yes... I want to pledge support for the Haitian Orthodox Mission! Please record my pledge through December 
2011 for a contribution of [ ] $200 [ ] $100 [ ] $50 [ ] other amount ( ) monthly, by [ ] check or 
[ ] MasterCard/VISA (number below). I enclose my first month’s pledge for . (You may of course 
choose a dedicated use below if you wish.) 


[ ] Yes... I want to make a one-time contribution toward the expenses of the Haitian Orthodox Mission, in the amount of 
[ ]$1000 [ ] $500 [ ] $250 [ ] $100 [ ] other amount (______), for which I enclose my 
[ ] check [ ] MasterCard/VISA (number below). I would like my contribution to be used for [ ] support of the church- 
related schools [ ] assistance to earthquake victims [ ] transportation funds for faithful living at long distances from the 
church [ ] assistance for Food for Hungry Children [ ] however needed. 


Name: Mail or fax to: 


Address: Haitian Orthodox Mission 
: : 1180 Orthodox Way 

City/State/ZIP: Liberty TN 37095 USA 

Telephone: 775-377-4610 


fax 615-536-5945 
www.haitianorthodoxmission.org 


frgregory@sjkp.org 


MasterCard/VISA number: = - - 
Expiration date: _ /_ 


